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Again we humbly entreat Your Majesty as quickly as possible to
determine upon the remedy for this damage done before the situation
be made irremediable by measures the enemy may take.

We have not been able to learn who is in command of these
people. Signs are not lacking that it may be Don Antonio, prior of
Crato. Your Majesty shall be advised of everything (p. 3) and at
every possible opportunity. May God so direct affairs that soon we
may write better news to Your Majesty, whose royal Catholic
person God long preserve for the protection of His faith.

From La Espanola, January 14,1586.

Catholic Royal Majesty

Your Majesty's humble servants and vassals kiss Your Majesty's
feet.

The Licentiate Fernandez de Mercado

The Licentiate Baltazar de Villafane (Rubrics), (p. 4).

... Let this be read immediately. Important... .*

Document No. i42
[The Licentiates Mercado and Villafane to Don Diego de
Zuniga,3 La Espanola, January 14, 1586]
(P. i)                                        t
Very Illustrious Sir
The misery of the moment does not permit me to go into greater
detail than to say that disaster has befallen us wretchedly because
no precautions had been taken at the point where thirteen ships
(which, so far, they say are English) landed men, that is, at Boca de
Hayna. To have landed there is to the natives of this land a thing
more incredible than I can express. In addition to these thirteen,
23 other ships arrived which, while the others effected the landing,
diverted us by menacing the fortress on the roth intant. The next
day the 800 or 1000 men they set ashore vanquished us by land.
1 Part of envelope-superscription.
* A. de /., 143-3-16, Indiferente General 1097. i pliego, original; copy in 53-4-11,
Santo Domingo 51.
* President of the House of Trade, Seville.